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Skills Workshop deemed a success! 
On the 24th of February the first 
workshop for the Shetland Rural Islands 
Maritime Heritage Asset Atlas Project 
(SRIMHAA) got off to great start with 
around 15 people taking part. 

The morning was spent learning about 
the vast amount of coastal archaeology 
found in Shetland from Val Turner, 
Shetland’s county archaeologist. She 
also presented some of the great 
work carried out by the Shetland 
Amenity Trust in conjunction with 
local residents over the years. This was 
followed by a hands on lesson with Ellie 
Graham and Jo Hambly from the SCAPE 
Trust learning how to record coastal 
archaeology at risk from coastal erosion 
using their great smart phone app and 
website. The morning was concluded 
with local photographer Austin Taylor 
giving an insight on how to improve 
photography skills  through camera set 
up, lighting and photo composition.

In the afternoon the group headed 
down to the Sands of Sound and braced 

against some windy weather to put into 
practice the skills that had been gained 
during the morning session. Not only 
did the group manage to update the 
record for an existing site which could 
potentially be a series of boat noosts, 
they also recorded a new site thought 
to be Admiralty scaffolding leftover 
from WWII. There was also some 
interesting iron panning in the dunes 
to the west end of the beach to take a 
look at. The next workshop will be held 
at the Shetland Museum & Archives 
on the 18th of April and will look at 
the archival records associated with 
maritime heritage. If you are interested 
in coming along, please get in touch! 
Details can be found below.

There are four isle trips coming up 
in April. These trips will consist of a 
community walk around areas of the 
coastline looking at and recording any 
archaeology of interest.

Papa Stour- 4th April
Leaving West Burrafirth at 9am and 
returning from Papa Stour at 3.45pm.

*Still 5 spaces available*

Foula- 11 April 
Leaving Tingwall airport at 9am and 
returning from Foula at 4.45pm.

*No spaces left*

Skerries- 13th April
Leave Vidlin at 11am and returning 
from Skerries at 4pm .

*No spaces left*

Fair Isle (rescheduled)- 20th-23rd 
April
Leave Tingwall airport at 3pm on the 
Friday and return from Fair Isle at 
9.35am on the Monday.

*1 space still available*

If you are interested in any of the above 
trips, please get in touch. Travel is 
covered by the project.

If you would like to come along but 
the spaces are booked up, this is not 
a problem, however you will need to 
arrange your own travel to and from 
the islands; and accommodation in the 
case of Fair Isle. Please get in touch if 
you are intending to attend.

Isle Trips
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Project information packs and 
kids activity packs available
Information packs contain a booklet 
about the project, maps of the four 
islands, summary leaflets, business 
cards with contact details and blank 
posters for advertising events are 
available free of charge if you or your 
group are interested in taking part in 
the project. Please get in touch and we 
can arrange for one to be sent out to 
you. You can also download all of the 
information from our website: www.
shetlandmaritimeheritageproject.com 

There are also great kids activity books 
available which have lots of information 
about coastal archaeology and some 
fun activities to try out! Again these can 
be sent out to you if you get in touch 
and are available from our website.

Update from SCAPE
For anyone using the SCAPE app for 
recording sites which is available 
from here http://scharp.co.uk/taking-
part/, there seems to be an occasional 
problem with the app not retaining 
downloaded background maps/
satellite images when the app is being 
used offline. SCAPE are investigating 
this with their developers, so if you 
do have this problem, they would like 
to hear from you with information 
about the device you are using and the 
operating system.

New Connections Across the Northern Isles

If you find the maritime heritage of 
Shetland captivating, then there is 
another project currently happening 
that covers Orkney and Shetland that 
could be of interest to you.

New Connections across the Northern 
Isles: Linking people and heritage 
through the maritime cultures of 
Orkney and Shetland is launching 
now. Funded by Museums Galleries 
Scotland’s Museum Development 
Fund, Heriot Watt University and the 
Hugh Fraser Foundation, the project 
is supporting people across Orkney 
and Shetland to become community 
curators.

The project is the first joint venture 
under a new partnership between 
Shetland Amenity Trust and Orkney 

Arts, Museums and Heritage. The 
organisations are working together 
in collaboration with The Old Haa 
in Yell, Westray Heritage Centre, 
Cunningsburgh History Group and 
Orkney Historic Boat Society.
“New Connections” is also contributing 
important community-generated 
research towards Heriot Watt 
University’s and the UHI Institute for 
Northern Studies’ joint exploration of 
how people in extremely vulnerable 
environments connect around their 
heritage and how this can be a 
foundation for learning for sustainability 
and sustainable development. 

New Connections Across the Northern 
Isles is bringing together people, 
knowledge and learning around the 
diverse cultures and traditions of 
people and the sea in Orkney and 
Shetland.  People from communities 
through the Northern Isles are coming 
together to create a new website that 
will celebrate past, present-day and 
future maritime life and livings across 
both archipelagos. If you interested 
in getting involved with the New 
Connections across the Northern 
Isles project then you can find more 
information on facebook and twitter  
using @northernnousts or email 
northernnousts@gmail.com
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