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PROJECT 
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If you would like to get involved with the 
project or would like some more information, 
please get in touch using one of the contact 
points listed below.

Project Officer: Charlotte Slater
Email: maritimeheritageproject@uhi.ac.uk
Phone: 01595 772233
Address: NAFC Marine Centre, Port Arthur, 
Scalloway, Shetland, ZE1 0UN

Website: shetlandmaritimeheritageproject.com
Facebook: Shetland Rural Island Maritime 
Heritage Project

The Shetland Rural Maritime Heritage Asset 
Atlas Project (SRMHAA) is a newly launched 
project being led by the NAFC Marine Centre 
using funding from the heritage lottery fund. The 
project aims to look at maritime heritage in Fair 
Isle, Foula, Papa Stour and Skerries. 

The project will look at the physical remains 
that can be found along the shoreline and be 
recorded using sketching, photos and GPS. This 
will be complemented by people’s memories and 
stories of the islands.

There will also be opportunities to look into the 
archives at the Shetland museum to discover if 
there is any other information about the selected 
heritage aspects.

PROJECT SUMMARY CONTACT INFORMATION

NAFC Marine Centre would like to thank the 
following organisations for their support in 
this project: 
• Shetland Islands Council
• Shetland Amenity Trust
• Shetland College
• So Much to Sea
• Archaeology Shetland
• Scottish Natural Heritage
• Visit Scotland



DISCOVER
There will be a community walk organised on 
each island with opportunities for locals and 
visitors to the isle to get involved. While walking, 
areas of interest will be recorded using sketching, 
photographs, taking notes or GPS, whatever 
medium you are most comfortable using.
There will be an opportunity to gain some 
landscape surveying skills. 

Everyone will be able to contribute memories, 
stories, traditions, items; anything related to the 
maritime heritage of their islands. This will be 
possible during hosted events or online.

After gathering the information from the 
investigation and storytelling, there will be 
opportunities to get into the archives to see 
if there is more information to be found which 
will enrich the overall picture of the maritime 
heritage in each of the islands.
The final outcome will be a book available freely 
online or for a small fee in print which will detail 
the information that has been gathered by the 
volunteers on each of the islands. This will be 
complimented by a website which can continue 
to be contributed to after the completion date of 
the project.

INVESTIGATION

STORYTELLING

The sea has been central to Shetland life for 
thousands of years. It has provided employment, 
food, materials, fertiliser, and was the main way 
to move around the islands until the late 19th 
century.  Maritime heritage is an intrinsic part of 
the development of Shetland’s cultural identity.
The purpose of this project is to record the 
maritime heritage before it is lost. Activities 
will include recording physical structures on the 
shoreline through community surveys, historic 
uses of the sea, place names related to the sea 
and oral history from the people who have lived 
and worked around the coast over the years.


